
Whether  you?re a perpetual houseplant ki l ler  or  a green thumb who?s dedicated a l i fetime to 
the practice, we?re here for  you. We exist to suppor t and educate the Lubbock community w ith 
science-based best practices and decades of exper ience navigating the unique gardening 
oppor tuni ties on the Llano Estacado.
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2022
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

sav e  t he  dat e:

Are you interested in studying plants at the col lege level? 

Are you a high school student heading to col lege or  a cur rent col lege 
student? 

Check out the LMGA Scholar ship Program. Applications are accepted 

through June 1 and can be found at 

w w w.lubbockm aster gar dener .or g/scholar sh ip  

The Lubbock M aster Gardener' s

SPRING
PL ANT SALE

Sat ur d ay
Ap r il 23 r d

HODGES COMMUNITY CENTER
4011 UNIVERSITY AVE

9:00am - 2:00pm

ALL MONEY RAISED AT THE SPRING PLANT SALES

FUND HORTICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIPS.



PLANT
of the month

Spinach

SITE  SELECTION
- Greens grow  best in a well-drained soi l  w i th 

lots of organic matter. 
- They prefer  ful l  sunlight but w i l l  tolerate 

par tial shade.

Soil   Pr epar at ion
- Incorporate compost 6 to 8 inches deep along 

w ith 1 cup of 15-5-10 per  10 feet of row. 

Pl ant ing
- Plant spinach as ear ly as the soi l  can be 

worked in the spr ing or  in August or  later  in 
the fal l . 

- The high temperatures and long days of 
summer  cause spinach to ?bolt? or  produce a 
seed stalk that makes i t unusable tor  food. 
Malabar  and New  Zealand spinach are good 
substi tutes for  spinach dur ing hot weather , 
as they tolerate high temperatures but don?t 
tolerate colder  temperatures. 

- Seeds of Malabar  and New  Zealand spinach 
are slow  to germinate. Plants can be grow n 
indoors and tr ansplanted into the garden 
after  the last frost in spr ing.

.

Fer t il izing
- About 30 days after  the plants come up, 

scatter  1 teaspoon of 15-5-10 fer ti l izer  or  ¼ to 
1/3 cup oforganic fer ti l izer  beside the plants 
for  ever y 10 feet of row  and water  
thoroughly.

Wat er ing
- Water  plants thoroughly each week and do 

not al low  the plants to w i l t. 
- Water  is needed more often in hot weather  

and in l ight soi ls.  

Car e  dur ing  t he  season
- Hand pull  weeds close to the crop.
- After  the plants come up and become 

crowded, begin thinning the row.
- Do not throw  away thinned plants, as they 

make excellent tender  greens.

Har vest ing
- Har vest spinach when plants are 6 to 8 

inches tal l . Cl ip the leaves just above the 
crow n about 1 to 2 inches above ground 
level.

- Continue to water  and fer ti l ize l ightly and 
the plants w i l l  continue grow ing.

- Plants w i l l  stop producing in hot weather. 
Pull  up the enti r e plant in the spr ing.

- Har vest lower  leaves of chard and kale as 
the leaves grow. These plants also w i l l  
continue grow ing.

Insect s  &  Diseases
- Har vest when leaves are sti l l  ver y young to 

avoid pest issues. Cucumber  beetles 
general ly cause holes in leaves.

Melody

Olym pia Hybr id 

Unipack  151

(warm weather )

Malabar

New Zealand

Growing information provided by 

Recommended  var iet ies

https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/gardening/



Becky was born and raised in Lubbock. When she left 
Lubbock in her rearview mirror, she had no intentions of 
returning, but life had other plans! 

She came back in 1990 as a single mother of 3. She ended 
her first career of teaching kindergarten and second grade 
to start Law School in the fall of 1991. She practiced law 
until the end of 2019. 

Becky is now retired and is currently serving as the LMGA 
Membership Director for a second year.

She loves pollinator gardens, growing hydroponic 
tomatoes, and is a struggling beekeeper.  She also loves 
spending time in the garden with her grandchildren and is 
happily living in the Afterlife (aka life after law).

MASTER  GARDENER  SPOTLIGHT:
BECKY  MILLER
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How  did  your    int er est   in   gar dening  begin ?
As a little girl, I  spent lots of time with my grandparents on a farm 
in Hockley County.  My grandmother always had a big garden, and 
some of my best memories are of times spent with her in the garden 
and in her kitchen.  My aunt (Sissy) also had a gift for growing 
things.  I  loved her and her flowers.  The garden has always been my 
happy place.

What   inspir ed  you  t o  become  a  Mast er   Gar dener   in  2020?

I  was always interested in the Master Gardeners but never had the 
time until recently.  After I  retired, I  wanted to learn more about 
gardening and meet other gardeners, so becoming a Master 
Gardener was one of the first things I did in the Afterlife.

What   do  you  enj oy  most   about   being  a  mast er   gar dener ?

I  love spending time with other gardeners and learning new things.

What   is  your   Gar den  Phyl osophy?

Don?t give up!  Just try again or try something different, and if it 
that doesn?t work, there?s always next year!

Top: Becky in  her beekeeper 's suit

Bot t om : Hydroponic lettuce in shed

Next  Page: One day's harvest of 
hydroponic tomatoes
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I  have 5 raised beds ? 2 for the pollinator garden, 
and 3 for vegetables.  I  have a hydroponic garden in 
my alley ? 24 Dutch buckets in all. I  can grow two 
plants in each bucket for a total of 48 plants.  We 
have successfully grown tons of tomatoes, 
cucumbers and peppers.  We have also attempted 
black eyed peas, green beans, zucchini, basil and 
corn, with varying degrees of success.  I  also have 
chickens in my backyard.

In 2019, I  began my adventures in hydroponics.  
This was not something I did on my own.  My 
brother is an anesthesiologist by profession, but he 
too loves to grow things.  His undergraduate degree 
is in chemical engineering, so his gardening always 
involves some sort of intimidating gadget or 
process.  He came up with the idea that my alley 
would make the perfect place for a hydroponic ebb 
and flow system. He designed the system and 
together we installed it in the alley behind my back 
fence.  The best part of our hydroponic garden is the 
time that we have spent growing and learning 
together.

Hydroponics was a huge learning curve for me, and 
I?m still learning!

What   favor it e   gar dening    r esour ce  woul d  
you   l ike   t o  shar e ?

Vegetable Gardening in West Texas by John 
Cappadonna.  John moderates the West Texas 
Vegetable Gardening FaceBook group, and his 
book is my go-to for all vegetable questions.  He 
has a pdf copy of the book in the group files on the 
site.   

I  also still love Neil Sperry?s book, Complete Guide 
to Texas Gardening.

What   is  your   favor it e  t hing  t o  gr ow ?

My favorite thing to grow is tomatoes because they 
are so delicious!  Zinnias are a close second because 
they are so easy and so beautiful. 

What    gar deninG   mistakes  have  you   made ?

I  intentionally planted a trumpet vine once.  I  wanted 
it for the pollinators, but I didn?t know it would take 
over the whole yard!  I  followed that boo-boo up by 
planting mint on purpose.  (Similar result as the 
trumpet vine.)

What   do  you   enj oy  most   about   your    gar den?

I  love the smells and sounds in the garden during 
those sweet early morning hours.  For me, there?s 
nothing better. 

Tel l   us  about   your   gar den

Adv ice  f r om  a  mast er   gar dener

What   gar den  t ip  or  t r ick  do  you  want   t o  shar e ?

You should really try growing hydroponic lettuce.  
There?s a hydroponic method called ?Kratky? named 
after Dr. B.A. Kratky, a horticulture professor from the 
University of Hawaii.  It is so easy - you just set it and 
forget it!

What   is  t he  most   dif f icul t   pl ant   you've  t r ied  
t o  gr ow ?

Peony - which happen to be my favorite flower.  My 
grandmother always had peonies.  I  have tried them 
at least half a dozen times, but I?ve failed every time. 



MASTER  GARDENERS
AROUND TOWN

This is a busy time of year  for  the Lubbock 
Master  Gardeners as garden intr ests bloom 
w ith spr ing.  The garden event calendar  is 
ful l  and there is a steady str eam of garden 
questions this time of year.

Master  Gardener , Becky Mi l ler , joined 
Debbie Hernandez on the KRFE radio 
program "Your  Health Today" and discussed 
the health benefi ts of Gardening.  This 
discussion air ed March 1st on AM 580, FM 
95.9, and on the Reborn Holistic Nutr i tion 
Facebook page.

Master  Gardener , Mar issa Melakian, helped 
answer  questions about grow ing sunflowers 
for  a "Grow ing Sunflowers for  Ukraine" 
segment that KAMC repor ter , Claudia Puente 
put together.  

As the Sunflowers for  Ukraine movement 
grows, Lubbock Master  Gardeners want to 
be able to help provide sunflower  seeds and 
grow ing information for  anyone wanting to 
grow  sunflowers.

Extr a bulk sunflower  seeds have been 
purchased and w i l l  be avai lable at the Sow  & 
Grow  Seed Librar ies and at al l  the Apr i l  
LMGA education events. 

On  Air
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Lunch  &  Lear n
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About a dozen Master  Gardener  members 
met for  lunch on a cold Februar y day at 
Holly Hop Ice Cream Shoppe.

Becky Mi l ler  Unlocked the secrets of seed 
packets w ith a 30 minute class.  LMGA 
members learned how  to decode a var iety 
of seed packets.  There is a lot of valuable 
information crammed onto those tiny 
l i ttle envelopes.

The digi tal PDF guides from this 
presentation are avai lable on the Sow  & 
Grow  Seed Librar y page on the LMGA 
website. 

AROUND
TOWN



AROUND
TOWN
Home  &  Gar den  Show

The Lubbock  Master  Gar dener s hosted an educat ional  
booth at  the West  Texas Hom e Bui l der s Associat i on 
Hom e &  Gar den Show Mar ch 4th-6th. 

Master  Gar dener s v i si ted w i th  a l i t t l e over  1700 
at tendees thr oughout  the weekend. 

At tendees wer e able to ask  gar den quest i ons, watch l ive 
gar den pr esentat i ons thr oughout  the weekend, and 
lear n about  valuable gar den r esour ces.
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Friday
6:00 pm  - Dennis Howard

FREE water  to m ake the 
l andscape lush
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Sunday

Saturday

1:00 pm  - Cindy Talbot

How to m ake a 
sel f -water ing planter

3:00 pm  - Janis Vaughn

Helping teens l ear n l i fe 
sk i l l s thr ough 
gar dening

10:00 am  - Becky Mi l ler

Far m ing in  your  own 
backyar d

1:00 pm  - Cindy Talbot

Gr ow ing tom atoes i n  
Lubbock

3:00 pm  - John Wall is

Get t i ng star ted i n  
gar dening



AROUND
TOWN

Dar ia McKelvey  (Home Gardening Information 
and Outreach Super visor ) zoomed in from the 
Center  for  Home Gardening at the Missour i  
Botanical Gardens provided the educational 
presentation for  the March LMGA general 
membership meeting.

Lubbock Master  Gardeners and South Plains 
chapter  of the Texas Master  Natural ists met 
together  at the Lubbock Lake Landmark to enjoy a 
beauti ful presentation of native w i ldf lowers found 
at the Lubbock Lake Land mark.

Dar ia left us w ith a few  resources to help identi fy 
and learn about more native plants and f lowers.

Nat ive  Pl ant s 
Of   t he  Ll ano  Estacado

dmckelvey19@gmail.com

https://txmn.org/spc/

Texas   mast er    nat ur al ist s

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/lll/

Lubbock   Lake   Landmar k

lubbock.lake@ttu.edu

Dar ia   McKelvey

"Natur e i s the best cl assr oom

Natur e w i l l  al way s sur pr i se y ou

The Fl or a of  the Ll ano Estacado

 i s di ver se and beaut i fu l "

9 wi ldf l ower sear ch.or g



Sow &  Gr ow i s GROWING!

Our  4th location for  Sow  & Grow  at Godeke Librar y 
has off icial ly opened.  The l ibrar y ordered and has 
r eceived the drawers to hold the seeds.  Volunteers 
met and got some great information and 
inspir ation from Mar issa and Susan Stack on their  
duties as keepers of the seeds.  

Interns Kar la Ross, Kathleen Har r is, and Barbara 
Croft w i l l  be shar ing the duties of stocking and 
maintaining the seeds at Godeke and Groves 
Librar ies.  They were delighted w ith the bounty of 
seeds they r eceived to get things star ted.  Thanks 
again to one of their  intern classmates for  her  work 
in getting those generous donations and getting al l  
those seed packets. 

With spr ing just around the corner , i t is the per fect 
time to get star ted.  We know  the staff  at Godeke is 
exci ted to add a Sow  & Grow  Seed Librar y to their  
location.  

Godeke  Libr ar y
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AROUND
TOWN

March 17th, Betsey Hevner  gave a one hour  
community education program at Godeke public 
l ibrar y.

22 people attended the Gardening in the Spr ing 
presentation and hundreds of people have viewed 
the facebook video.

Digi tal PDFs of the information handouts from this 
presentation are avai lable under  the r esources tab 
on the LubbockMasterGardener.org website.

Gar dening  in  t he  spr ing



WHAT'S 
GROWING ON?
Lubbock Master Gardener member photos

I f  you are heading toward the Metroplex this spr ing or  
summer  I highly r ecommend a stop in Mineral Wells to 
spend a day at Clark Gardens.  I t is just a couple of mi les east 
of Mineral Wells and well  wor th the detour  for  garden folks. 

Admittedly I  haven?t been to many botanical gardens, but 
this one is spectacular !  I t was star ted by the Clarks in 1972 
as their  pr ivate garden.   In 1999 Max and Bi l l ie established 
the Max and Bi l l ie Clark Foundation and donated 143 acres, including the gardens to the 
foundation.  

Clark boasts an amazing var iety of landscapes, ponds, water fal ls, and fountains are just a star t.  
There are over  4000 i r ises that w i l l  be blooming in Apr i l  and May.  There is also an area w ith a 
G-Scale model tr ain.  There is a beauti ful chapel nestled among the tr ees and many patio areas 
w ith chair s and tables where you can si t and take in the beauty.  

The gardens are open March 1st through July 2nd and September  2nd through November  27th.  
They are open by appointment dur ing the months not l isted, but by appointment only.  You can 
br ing your  pups w ith you.  Of course, they must be on a leash, and you w i l l  need to pick up after  

them.  You can tour  the garden on your  
ow n and meander  through the 
beauti ful tr ees and f lowers.  I f  you have 
a group, you can ar range a guided 
walking tour  or  a car t tour.  You can 
even add a picnic lunch to your  group 
tour.  

We were in Mineral Wells in late 
October  and even though i t wasn?t high 
season i t was gorgeous.  We have 
another  tr ip planned this spr ing and I 
hope that the i r ises and many other  
f lowers w i l l  be in ful l  bloom.  I  can?t 
wait to walk and see al l  the things we 
missed last time.  I  can imagine that no 
matter  how  many times you visi t, there 
is always something new  to see. 
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Cl ar k  Gar dens  by Penny Howard
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There is a lovely state park, Lake Mineral Wells 
State Par t, just dow n the road from Clark 
Gardens.  You can camp in your  RV, tent camp, or  
they have some screen shelter s for  a l i ttle more 
substantial roof over  your  head, i f  you want. The 
histor ic Baker  Hotel is under  r enovation.  I t is 
going to be spectacular.  The Crazy Hotel has also 
had some renovations and there are boutiques 
open in the lobby.  

A model of the Viet Nam Memor ial and museum 
is another  stop you might want to make whi le in 
the area.  When we were there the new  museum 
was sti l l  under  constr uction, but hopeful ly i t is 
open now.  The Master  Gardener  Association has 
memor ial garden on the grounds of the museum 
and has some lovely features. 

Mineral Wells gets i ts name from the mineral 
wells in the area.  You can visi t the Crazy Water  
Company and tr y out the water s.  In addition to 
the hotels and Crazy Water  Company, there is 
lots of shopping avai lable in several around the 
tow n.  There are also interesting r estaurants 
offer ing a var iety of cuisines 

So, get your  calendar  out and star t planning your  
tr ip to Mineral Wells and Clark Gardens.  I?m 
ready to go!

clarkgardens.org
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These photos show  RG's new  project, what he's cal l ing his vegetable trough. I t is a 4x2 raised bed 
he bought onl ine and put together. He w i l l  be establishing a square foot garden. Ever  since the 80s 
when he would watch that show  on PBS, he has wanted to tr y this method but never  able to. So in 
this garden, he is tentatively planning to plant (al l  from seeds) car rots, r adishes, green beans, 
turnips, black eyed peas, and butter  lettuce (or  maybe celer y). Each type of plant has i ts ow n 
square foot r equir ements, and the idea is to eff iciently use the space to maximize production. 
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Snapshot of veggies That Jul ie is grow ing.  She 
tr ansplanted them from seedling tr ays  into pots 
and are moving them slow ly outside for  
adjustment.  

- Okra:  Clemson Spineless #80
- Car rot: Nantes Supreme
- Sweet Corn: G90 Hybr id 
- Container  Zucchini  Astia
- Spinach: Salad Sensation Hybr id
- Green Beans: Tendergreen Improved (Bush)

Seedlings
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Additional seed(s) that have broken 
through the peat pel lets:

- Watermelon: Bush Sugar  Baby



Cindy Star ted tomato and pepper  seeds in her  3rd grade 
science classroom in Januar y.  Roughly 90 kids f i l ter  
through her  classroom ever y day at Oak Grove 
Elementar y in Brow nfield.  

The seedlings sprouted qui te a bi t of interest in the 
students.

Communities in Schools w i l l  be on hand to help students 
plant, care for , and har vest vegetables in the school 
garden.
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14Spr ing blooms



- r ubber  plants
- f iddle leaf f ig
- Sansevier ia tr i fasciata
- Sansevier ia hani i
- misc. succulents
- Swedish ivy
- cordyl ine
- afghan pines 
- juniper
- Ital ian Stone Pine seedlings
- Four w ing Saltbush seedlings
- See attached photos.
- Bromeliad - Queen's Tears
- Epiphyl lum Anguliger  - Ric Rac 

Cactus
- Huernia Schneider iana - Li ttle 

Red Dragon
- Mother -in-Law 's tongue aka 

snake plant 
- and so much more!

Spr ing  Pl ant   Sal e  sneak peek
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Basil Lavender





Who ar e Texas Master  Gar dener s?

- Master  Gardeners are members of the local community who take an 
active interest in their  law ns, tr ees, shrubs, f lowers, and gardens. They 
are enthusiastic and w i l l ing to learn. The goal of al l  Master  Gardeners 
is to help others and communicate w ith diver se groups of people.

- What sets Master  Gardeners apar t from other  home gardeners is their  
special tr aining in hor ticulture. In exchange for  their  tr aining, Master  
Gardeners contr ibute time as volunteers. Working through their  
Extension off ice, Master  Gardeners provide hor ticultural-r elated 
information to their  communities.

I s the Master  Gar dener  Pr ogr am  for  Me?

To help you decide i f  you should apply to be a Master  Gardener , ask yourself  
these questions:

- Do I want to learn more about the culture and maintenance of many 
types of plants?

- Am I eager  to par ticipate in a practical and intense tr aining program?
- Does shar ing my know ledge w ith people in my community seem 

wor thwhi le and exci ting?
- Can I meet the time requir ements for  tr aining and volunteer  ser vice?

Cal endar

Apr il   9t h -  10t h

Apr il   22 nd

Apr il   23 r d

Apr il   29 -  May 8
The 2022 Ci t y Natur e Chal l enge
Dow nload the iNatural ist app

LMGA Spr ing Plant  Sale 
9 am  - 1pm
Hodges Community Center

Ear th Day on Br oadway Fest ival
6 - 9 pm
Broadway & Ave K
Free Admission

Lubbock   Ar ts Fest ival
Lubbock Memor ial Civic Center
$5 admission (12 & under  FREE)
Education Booth &  Garden Craft
https://lubbockar tsfestival.org/

Want to become a Lubbock 
MASTER  GARDENER ? 

Master  Gardeners, do you 
have photos and/or  ar ticles 
for  the next newsletter?

Send them to Mar issa-Anne 
Melakian at 

i n fo@lubbockm aster gar dener .or g

CONTACT  US:

check out  www.l ubbockmast er gar dener .or g 
f or  mor e inf or mat ion and  int er n appl icat ion 

 email

mailto:mrs.melakian@gmail.com
http://www.lubbockmastergardener.org
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