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Our 2018 Award Banquet

Clair Jones Adams organized our 2018 banquet around a cactus theme—complete with real and neon
cacti and even cactus cupcakes for dessert! Thank you, Clair, for providing such a great environment for
our annual celebration The event, held at Abuelo’s on November 6th, featured Clair’s usual custom
tailored awards. This year, the Mad Scientist Award went to Jean Anne Stratton. ( If you have attended her
propagation presentations, you will know why.) Sherrlyn Foster , who has amassed many CEU’s, received
the Learned Professor Award, while John Wallis, who has given 214 volunteer hours, justly deserved the
Worker Bee Award. Frank Schalles, who is ready to help with just about anything Master Gardeners do,
received the Swiss Army Knife Award.
Master Gardeners were also recognized for volunteer service. Those with 40 +hours: Beverly Robbins,
Paige Kohut, and Kristin Bingham. Those with 50+ hours: Sally Doherty, Steven McLeister, and Judith
Hardin. Those with 60+ hours: Cecilia George, Dennis Howard, Jean Anne Stratton. Those with 100+
hours: Delila Ford, John Wallis, and Dale Shaw. As of November 6th, Master Gardeners have
contributed 1,933 volunteer hours and have earned 528 CEU’s. We have had a great year of learning,
friendship, and community service .
article and photos by Cecilia George

December
Calendar
No Master Gardener Meeting in
December. Our next meeting will be
January 8th.

Saturday, 12-8
Second Saturday at the Arboretum
10:00 Wreath Making
Greens and materials provided.
$5 donation

This program will be held at the
Garden and Arts Center.

Thursday, 1-10-19

Master Gardener Intern Class
Information Session
2:00-3:00 Extension Office
Everyone who is interested in taking the
class should attend. Volunteer
opportunities are available. Please
contact Christina Reid, CEA Horticulture,
for more information
christina.reid@ag.tamu.edu or call
806.775.1740. Make sure to tell your
friends, family, and neighbors to help us
spread the word!

New Project Highlight
Slaton Community Garden
article by Christina Reid

2018 is winding down and a new year will
soon be upon us. 2019 brings with it
promises of new beginnings, new doors
opening, and bright futures ahead. With
this in mind, I would like to take this
opportunity to unveil a brand-new project
for 2019, the Slaton Community Garden
Series! Texas AgriLife Extension Lubbock
County and Lubbock County Master
Gardeners will be partnering with Slaton
ISD to produce a monthly educational and
hands on gardening basics course open to
all residents of Slaton. This project aims to
introduce elementary garden information
and skills to grow an interest in gardening
no matter the age of the gardener. WE
NEED VOLUNTEERS to help teach and
assist! Please contact Christina Reid, CEA
Horticulture, to sign up
christina.reid@ag.tamu.edu or call
806.775.1740 today! Volunteer hours are
available for this program.

Coming in 2019
Texas Master Gardener Conference
April 25-27
toria, Texas
https://txmg.org/events/2019-texas-mastergardener-conference

International Master Gardeners
Conference
June 17-23
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania
www.internationalmastergardener.com

Vic-

Protecting Young Trees
article and picture by Christina Reid, CEA Horticulture

We all know that fall is a great time to plant new trees in our
landscapes because moderate temperatures allow tree roots
to become acclimated and established while the tree canopy
is dormant, right? (Most definitely!) But what happens when
old man winter comes blowing down the South Plains? Our
newly planted trees may need a little extra care!
Tree trunks of newly planted trees, especially deciduous
trees, need protection from direct sunlight during all
seasons. They are especially susceptible to sunscald during
winter months when leaves are absent and no longer
produce shade for the trunk. Sunscald is often referred to as
southwest winter injury because it happens during the cold
weather months and is caused by sudden temperature changes of the bark. On a sunny, windy cold winter day, cold hardy
tissues in the bark on the south to southwest side of the trunk
are exposed to direct sunlight and warm up. The warmed
bark de-acclimates, decreasing its ability to withstand
freezing temperatures. When the sun goes down or behind a
cloud, the temperature of the bark drops quickly to below
freezing and the bark tissues are unable to regain cold hardiness quickly enough to withstand freezing. Living bark tissues
are damaged by the freezing temperature, which leads to a
sunken area on the trunk with dried, cracked, peeling bark or

.

exposed dead wood.
Protect the trunk with a commercial tree wrap such as a polyurethane spiral wrap or craft paper wrap.
The wrap should be applied in the fall but should be removed prior to trunk expansion each spring. Set a
reminder to remove the wrap as it could suffocate the tree if left on too long! In most cases, a tree will only
need to be wrapped the first season or two after planting. Tie the wrap firmly, but not tightly. Polyurethane
wraps expand without binding the trunk. Start at the ground and wrap up to the first branch, slightly
overlapping as you go. Do not attach wraps with wire, nylon rope, plastic ties, or electrical tape.
The Indian summer was a great blessing for me this
year! My yellow rose bush from Tyler, Texas called a
“Cha Ching” rose, bloomed one final time at the end
of October and I was able to snatch all the petals I
could from it to make over a dozen jars of rose petal
jelly! There’s something extra special about yellow
rose of Texas jelly that makes a fun gift for out of
state friends!
Sally Doherty

Ogallala Commons Playa Field Day
Article by Cecilia George, picture provided by Darryl Birkenfeld

On November 14th, Betsey Heavner and I attended the
Playa Field Day in Crosbyton, sponsored by Ogallala
Commons. After hearing two interesting presentations
by Jim Steiert, Master Naturalist, and Dan Kahl from
the Texas Playa Restoration Initiative, we visited a
restored playa and saw some sandhill cranes on the
way.
Did you know?
Playas play an important role in recharging the
aquifer.
There are 80,000 playas on the Great Plains.

Jim Steiert (left) and Darryl Birkenfeld with avian
friend

23,000 of these playas are in Texas.
Of the 23,000 Texas playas, fewer than 14,000 are functioning because of mismanagement. Cutting
grasses or allowing cattle to graze too close to their margins causes silting, which covers the clay bottoms
and prevents them from expanding and contracting as they should, cutting off the natural cycle of rain
accumulation. Plowing through or digging pits in playas destroys their ability to accumulate water.
Playas are a keystone in the Great Plains ecosystem. Virtually every animal species, from reptiles to
mammals depends on them. They are also critical to migrating birds along the great central fly way. The
Texas Playa Restoration Initiative, in its third year, is working with landowners to restore playas by filling in
pits and trenches. The organization pays landowners to allow the restoration work. To date, 10 pits have
been filled, restoring 400+ playa acres at a cost of just $140,000. Playas recharge the aquifer at approximately 81,461 gallons an acre per year. Therefore, restored playas are already providing 32.5M gallons
of water annually.
https://texanbynature.org/projects/texas-playa-conservation-initiative/

Tea Rose grown by Ann Polk

Christmas Cactus grown by Linda Slatton

Our 2018 External Education Programs
Article and photos by John Wallis, External Education Coordinator
LMGA hosted 18 external events in 2018 with 432 recorded contacts. There were seven classes given.
Our most successful event was the outreach booth at the Arts Festival held at the Civic Center.
External Education Committee members Frank Schalles, Maxine Asmah, Bonnie Maclaren, and Patricia
Gonzales helped materially in the preparation and execution of these events. Janis Hubble-Vanderpool
originated the idea of having booths at the Arts Festival and Wine and Clay Festival and loaned plants for
display at our booths at the Llano Estacado Winery. Her assistance is gratefully acknowledged.

Kristen Bingham loaned plants for the Arts Festival booth and donated plants for the Fall Plant Sale.
Frank Schalles donated plants for the Fall Plant Sale and loaned plants for our event booths.

Jennie Hatch (left) and Bonnie MacLean at
Heart of Lubbock Community Garden Festival

Patricia Gonzales (left ) and Maxine Asmah at
Llano Estacado Grape Day

This is green garlic to use in pickles, relishes and as
seasoning. Cut off the roots and some of the tops (as
green onions are prepared) and use whole in pickled
peppers and cucumber pickles. It’s also good ground up in
chow chow. For garlic seasoning: chop, put in ice trays to
freeze, then stored the garlic cubes in a zip-lock bag in the
freezer to be used in any recipe that calls for garlic. So
easy!
Jean Anne Stratton

Patio Renovation Project
By Betsey Heavner

. Betsey Heavner’s old patio

And her new one!

The new patio is built on the concrete foundation and makes the old uneven surface
level. There are 6 planters around the edge - filled with a stone base for drainage,
several inches of layered compost, and a top layer of special planting mix I made from
peat, coarse sand and compost. The planters are filled with a mix of perennials, chosen
with consideration for height, light consideration and water needs, and so far are doing
well .

The Grapevine is published monthly except January.
Please submit articles and pictures to Cecilia George,
Editor, at cfgeorge64@gmail.com Articles should be
in Word with pictures attached, not embedded in the
article. If. you submit pictures from you phone, please
identify yourself .

“Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.”
― Alfred Tennyson, In Memoriam

